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ABSTRACT 



The American College Testing (ACT) Assessment consists of 
four curriculum-based achievement tests designed to assess critical reasoning 
and higher-order thinking skills in English, mathematics, reading, and 
science. These tests reflect students' skills and achievement levels as 
products of their high school experience and serve as measures of their 
preparation for college. The list of average scores presented with this 
document should not be interpreted as providing grounds for an explicit or 
implicit ranking of the various states' educational systems. Students who 
take the ACT Assessment are self -selected and do not represent the entire 
student population. Many factors contribute to academic achievement, but a 
core col lege -preparatory program can be identified as a significant 
precondition to success on the ACT Assessment. A table gives the following 
information for each state: (1) percentage of graduates tested; (2) average 

composite score; (3) percentage of total core completers tested; (4) average 
composite score of core completers; (5) percentage of total non-core 
completers tested; (6) average composite score of non-core completers; (7) 
percentage tested for whom there was no course data; and (8) average 
composite score of those for whom there was no course data. (SLD) 
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The ACT Assessment comprises four curriculum-based achievement tests designed 
to assess critical reasoning and higher-order thinking skills in English, mathematics, reading 
and science. These tests reflect students’ skills and achievement levels as products of their 
high school experience and serve as critical measures of their preparation for academic 
coursework beyond high school. ACT Assessment results are used by postsecondary 
institutions across the nation for admissions, academic advising, course placement and 
scholarship decisions. 

The accompanying list of average scores should not be interpreted as providing 
grounds for an explicit or implicit ranking of the various states’ educational systems. 

Students who take the ACT Assessment are self-selected and do not represent the entire 
student population. Further, the percentages of students taking the ACT Assessment vary a 
great deal from state to state, as do those students’ backgrounds and characteristics. Many 
factors-among them, motivation and the desire to learn, parental support, the quality of 
teaching, socioeconomic status and extracurricular experiences-contribute to individual and 
group student achievement. However, a core college-preparatory program can be identified 
as one significant precondition to success on the ACT Assessment and in postsecondary 
studies. ACT defines a core college-preparatory program as four years of English and three 
or more years each of mathematics (starting with Algebra I), science and social studies 
courses. 










For a state with a high percentage of ACT-tested graduates, comparing the 
percentages and average composite ACT scores of the core and non-core completers 
reveals, in general, large differences in overall student achievement and postsecondary 
preparation. For a state with a low percentage of ACT-tested graduates, however, the 
differences between core and non-core completers are not as definitive. 
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